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Learn Yard Sale Secrets  
See Nancy’s Special Treasures 

Revive Your Home for Pennies! 

 
By – Nancy Alexander 

 

 

 
 

 

Publisher’s Disclaimer 

No part of this book may be duplicated, stored in an information retrieval system, or sent 
in any form or by any available resource, electronic, mechanical, photographic 
reproduction, recorded material, scanning, optically, either digital or analog or otherwise, 
except as permitted under Section 107 or 108 of the 1976 United States Copyright Act, 
without the prior written permission of the Publisher or Author. 

Requests to the Author or Publisher for permission should be addressed to Ladybug 
Wreaths,  
203 Regent Road, Anderson, SC  29621. 

Limit of Liability/Disclaimer of Warranty: While the publisher and the author have used 
their best abilities in assembling this book, they make no representations or warranties 
with respect to the exactness or wholeness of the contents of this book and particularly 
reject any implied warranties of marketability or appropriateness for a particular purpose. 
No warranty may be developed or continued by sales representatives or written sales 
materials. 

The information and methods contained herein may not be useful for your circumstances. 
The reader should confer with a professional where suitable. Neither the publisher nor the 
author shall be responsible for any loss of profit or any other commercial injuries, including 
but not limited to special, incidental, significant, or other damages. 

After purchasing this book, make sure to keep your email address current with us.  We will 
be sending out updates on a regular basis.  These updates will include pictures of “great 
finds” from me and from customers.  We’ll also tell you the prices we paid for some items 
as well as the prices those same items sold for! 
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Hello!  

I am Nancy Alexander of Ladybug Wreaths 
and I'm so happy to meet you! 

 

Spend Less Cash 
 
Spruce up Your Home! 
 
Brighten Your Surroundings! 

Make Lots of Cash 
 
 
 

Learn to shop yard sales with Nancy 

Wake up at the crack of dawn every 
Saturday morning because you can’t 
stand the fact that treasures await in 
the dark 
 
Experience the thrill of finding a $50 
piece of pottery for only $2 

Let Nancy help train your eye to 
search out a “gem” in a pile of JUNK 
 
Have the BEST time of your life! 

 

We are going to have lots of fun searching for yard sale treasures!  I will show you 
all of the special “finds” throughout my home as we look at picture after picture of 
these worn old pieces from the past!  You will learn what to search for as you 
embark on your Saturday morning treks. 

~ Nancy Alexander ~ 
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Yard Sale Treasures 

 

You can catch Yard Sale Mama, if you really wanna,  

on a given Saturday morn. 

If the weather is right, she’ll be out before light. 

To miss this would leave her forlorn. 

If Arnold’s the Terminator, then Nancy’s the accumulator,  

bringing home carloads of stuff. 

She loves the wheeling and she loves the dealing. 

She just can’t get enough!’ 

 

By Stephen D. Alexander 

This very ordinary old chair 

was found in an old 

building.  I painted it and 

distressed it with my palm 

sander before adding the 

vines, berries, butterfly, and 

bumblebees. 
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Crazy About Yard Sales 

The excerpt above is from a poem written by my husband, tongue in cheek, about 

my almost “fetish-like” appetite for yard sales, garage sales, or tag sales, as you 

know them in other parts of the country.  I don’t know exactly when it started, but if 

you’re not careful, it will drive you bonkers, too, and make you lose an awful lot of 

sleep! 

 

I think the first time I got interested in yard sale-ing was when I purchased an old 

ornate frame at a tag sale for $2.00.  After adding two or three coats of white paint, 

I took this frame to the local glass shop and added a mirror for $5.00.  Then one 

week later, I sold this beautiful mirror for $129.00 – and – I was hooked! 
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Thrill of the Deal  
The thrill of the deal gets your blood pumping!  Back when I owned a brick and 

mortar antique, floral, and design business, I went looking for something darling to 

use in my shop as a display piece or to sell.  There are many items awaiting you 

that can be sold on the Internet with a profit margin that is unbelievable! 

 

Nowadays, I go looking for many different and interesting pieces to use in my 

home – along with 

toys for my 

grandchildren.  

Bottom line is I know 

there are deals out 

there in the 

darkness.  Yes, pitch 

black is the time to 

be on the move and 

looking for a 

sweetheart deal.  A 

little bartering with 

someone who’s too 

sleepy and too tired 

to care and you 

have yourself a real 

find! 

You won’t believe the prices you can pay for beautiful treasures, treasures like this 

eclectic frog covered with this green patina, (well…it is actually pond scum if you 

want to know the truth) but it is beautiful green patina to me.  I got it for a steal and 

I love it!  It used to be a fountain and if I decide to, I can buy a new pump at a 

home improvement store and use it as a fountain again.   
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Such treasures, I might add, are NOT found in any 

store.  You will become a believer, however, when I 

give you example after example of the rough “throw 

away” pieces that a lot of people almost did, before 

they stopped and thought, “Hey, throw it in the yard 

sale stuff…we’ll get a few bucks for it.”   

 

Most of these people will never, could never, believe what that old  “throw away” 

piece looks like after I get through with its restoration; nor could they believe what 

price I could get for it now…tee hee hee! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Imperfections such as wear and tear, peeling paint, wobbly legs and yes, pond 

scum, certainly do not stop me when I am searching for special yard sale 

treasures.  As a matter of fact, I actually look for some of these qualities!  I LOVE 

an old worn table with peeling paint.  If it is the color I’m looking for, I probably 

won’t even restore it – after all, it has the look that I want in the first place. Other 

pieces will need restoration, depending on where I plan on using them. 
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Be a Savvy Yard Sale Shopper 
Before we start looking at my many yard sale treasures and talk about what you 

should look for, I want to talk to you a little about being a Savvy Shopper!  With a 

little planning and armed with some specific things you’re looking for and a budget, 

you will make the most of your time and your money.  And, best of all, you will be 

the one who winds up with a carload of wonderful finds, purchased for cents on 

the dollar.  Let the other yard sale-ers carry home the trash, while you bring home 

the treasures!  Here are some timely hints to equip you to make the best of your 

yard sale forays: 

 Keep your eyes open all week before planning to yard sale on Saturday.  

Watch for flyers, posters and notices in the paper for neighborhood sales. 

 The very best place to find out about sales is in your local paper.  People 

post their yard sales starting on Thursday or Friday, so I always watch 

those days.   

 But then there are some who wait until the day of the sale because they 

don’t want people calling them or knocking on their door before the sale or 

riding by to see if they are working outside.  These are “customers” who 

want a jump on the competition.  (And yes, people do this – I have had it 

done to me on many occasions, with people telling me they will be out of 

town the day of the sale…only to see them miraculously appear at my sale 

the following day!  Yes, I fell for this…but you don’t have to – be 

forewarned! 

 If I am going out on a Saturday, I start my list and work up my route on 

Friday.  I go through Friday’s paper and circle each sale that sounds 

promising.  The neighborhoods that I’m not familiar with get a question 

mark beside them, meaning that I will look them up on Google maps before 

I actually add them to the list. 

 I read about what they might be offering and put a star beside those who 

have really “good stuff,” meaning I definitely want to get around to 
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those…and they get pushed to the top of the list when I am actually 

planning my routes. 

 I read somewhere a while back about something that is a really good idea. 

Use a piece of clear scotch tape and press it down on a newspaper ad, 

rubbing it into the ad with an object which has a really good edge, and then 

pick up the tape and then tape it on your legal pad where you have your list 

in order…You can move them around, if necessary. 

 When you peel up the tape, it takes a thin top layer of the paper with it.  It’s 

great, but if you’re not careful, you might pull part of the print from an ad 

right next to it.  And, I like my locations to be in large print – you know, just 

can’t see as good as I used to, so try the tape method sometimes, moving 

them around to get them in order, and then rewriting them larger. 

 To me, after I have my list in order, it’s just as easy to type them on the 

computer, if I find the time. 

 Note I keep referring to routes, with an “s”.  Unless you are strapped for 

time (or you hit the Mother Lode on your first one!), you just cannot go to 

one yard sale.  I can go to between 5 and 10 yard sales on a Saturday 

morning and still be back home by 8:30 or 9:00 am! 

 PREPARATION AND ROUTES ARE VERY IMPORTANT IN HITTING THE 

BEST YARD SALES FIRST!! 
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Planning Your Route 

 

 

 In my town, we only have one local newspaper and that is the one that I use 

in planning my yard sale routes.  

 Many towns or areas may have more than one paper, making your route 

planning just a little more time consuming and involved. 

 I start on Thursday with a sharpie drawing a box around the yard sale ads 

that I find appealing.  

 I put a star beside those that I know are in good yard sale neighborhoods – 

and I put a question mark beside those I’ll have to look up on my map. 

 Friday morning, I do the exact same thing noticing those which I have 

already marked from Thursday being careful not to duplicate them. 

 On the night before my yard sale trek (usually on Friday night), I sit down at 

my computer around 9 or 10 pm.  Our newspaper has a website and a 

listing of Classified ads online.   

 I can click on each yard sale printing out a list from my computer.   

 If there aren’t many yard sales that day, I use this list to go by. 

 First, I go through and look up any addresses on Google maps, jotting down 

short directions to that sale location right beside the listing. 

It is very important to plan your route so that you don’t waste any time 

riding back and forth!  After I decide which sales are important to catch first, I 

map the rest of my route from that starting point and decide which ones are 

nearby. 

Time is of the essence when going to yard sales.  Move from sale to sale 

quickly surveying their wares, and moving on if you see that they don’t have 

those special items you might be on the hunt for!  
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 As soon as I am sure I know where every yard sale is located I go through 

the list numbering them. 

Using a “Sharpie”, I draw a number with a circle beside it in the order that I want to 
go to each sell.  This part is fairly easy for me because I have lived in Anderson 
most of my life.  I know the roads, the locations, which ones I’ll come to first, etc. 

  

 

 
  



© Vol. 1   http://www.ladybugwreaths.com   pg. 15 

 

Watch Out for Dealers! 

 

If you are confused about what to look for when you start yard-sale-ing, all you 

have to do is watch for dealers.  You’ll know them right away; they are the ones 

who ask for pottery for sale, antique furniture; antique glassware, or even old tools 

and fishing gear.   

 

 

Each one has his or her own specialty, knowing what they can sell and make 

money on.  I have learned who they are by my many trips around town.  I 

recognize them – I know their voices in the dark!  There is one man who carries 

one of those “crank” flashlights which doesn’t need batteries.  Quite often as I am 

peering around in the dark with my small flashlight, with a glow from a single porch 

light shining out on “goodies”, I hear his “cranking” noise as he keeps his flashlight 

going. 

These people know the streets, they know the best areas in town, and they know 

what to look for.  Why, there have been times, when I have literally followed one or 

another to a few yard sales.  These people don’t have maps.  They don’t even 

have anything written down.  They just know!!  They have a 6th sense about where 

to go next!  They are on the hunt for amazing “Treasures in the Dark”!  
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Some of MY Favorites 

Mirrors: It Doesn’t Matter if You Can See in Them or Not! 
 

I really love mirrors – they add so much to a dark space or a corner in a room.  

Have you ever thought about the fact that a mirror can bring more light into a room 

by its reflections?  Move one around in your home, and I’ll bet you are surprised.  

Then, you’ll be like me and have at least one mirror in each room!  After all, it is 

what they call “Feng Shui”, right?   

 

As a matter of fact, I have this cute old worn mirror hanging inside my pergola.  

You can barely see your reflection in it now because some of its backing has worn 

off, but it has a neat look and the birds just love it.  And for my rustic pergola, this 

is a perfect fit.  It adds that special touch to my “outdoor room” that I just love! 
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Yes, you’re right… this is another “treasure that I love”!  You can’t tell from this 

picture, but this is a very old, very heavy mirror and frame.   Now mirrors are one 

thing I always want to find because I know they don’t take up much room, they are 

easy to paint, and the mark-up on them is often “out of sight”! 

 

I have this one propped on a cute old chest in our guest bedroom.  I painted some 

vines and leaves all 

around after adding 

a thick coat of white 

paint that had been 

antiqued just a little.  

 It is the perfect 

addition to brighten 

up a dark corner 

because it brings in 

a little light in its 

reflections.   

 

Mirrors pick up 

other colorful items 

in a room, like the 

flower arrangement 

and small mirror 

here, and multiply 

their effect in the 

room. 

You don’t always have to hang a mirror on your wall.  Wow, in just thinking about 

it, I probably have as many mirrors propped up on furniture as I have hanging on 

the walls.  Wanna know a neat trick to keep these heavy mirrors from sliding?  

Just buy a roll (I get green) of the rubber-like shelf paper and cut a small piece to 

sit your mirror on.  I guarantee it won’t slide at all! 
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Older mirrors can enhance “ho-hum” areas in your home like a mantle.  Check out 

this very special mirror with the round top which is propped over my sister’s 

mantle.  Don’t ever pass up one like this.  You’ll be surprised at how much it can 

add to a drab spot in your home!  This mirror adds a clean, fresh, natural look to 

her mantle. 

 

 

 

Not a single thing had to be done to this beauty.  I love the dark wood against the 

stark white background along with the clear vases with white and green!   This 

mantle is simple – yet very elegant!  I like the “live” touch with the vase of ivy 

which is being rooted.  I go out in my yard quite often and get clippings of things I 

want to root, and then put them in a pretty vase using them to decorate a special 

spot while I am waiting for them to “root”. 
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When searching for frames which will hold mirrors at yard sales, I am thrilled when 

I find one that looks as beautiful 

as this.   

 

This decorative frame was gold, 

and some pieces of the detailed 

work were missing.  Did I care?  

Absolutely not!!  I didn’t even try 

to replace the missing pieces 

(which can be done with a little 

putty, and some patience – by 

the way).   

 

By the time I put about four coats of “Granny White” paint on this one, (I’ll explain 

all about “Granny White” paint later), I was done.  I didn’t do another thing!  It is 

absolutely GORGEOUS!! 

 

This one hangs in my 

bedroom now, but there are 

numerous places in our home 

where I would like to use it.  

You have to be an early-bird 

at a yard sale to find a steal 

such as this one for only 

$2.00 – and you can believe, I 

smiled all the way home and 

could not wait to paint it and find it’s special home!  It didn’t take me long at all to 

have this special one hanging up. 
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I know you have seen mirrors like this one!  (Or… if you are not as old as me… 

then maybe you have seen one of these hanging in your grandmother’s house).  

They were around 

everywhere in the 50’s and 

60’s!   

They are all gold, and 

have the little top piece 

which is adorned with 

some flowers and leaves.   

But, I’ll bet you wouldn’t 

believe how pretty it could 

look after you worked on it 

just a little, now would 

you?  This one is very 

special to me because it 

was in our home as I was 

growing up.  I proudly display this mirror in my guest bathroom now.  Oh, and by 

the way… my guest bathroom is sort of skinny – you know – not too wide!  With 

this mirror hanging, and 

with the one over the sink, 

this bathroom now looks 

wider than it really is! 

 

In this picture you can see 

more of the detailed curls 

with flowers and leaves.  I 

added a little burnt umber 

and a little green acrylic artist paint with water to rub into the details and indentions 

so they would show up more! 
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Frames and More Mirrors  
 

By now you have figured out that there are some things that I particularly 

search for at yard sales!  These are frames, mirrors, and windows (with or 

without the glass).  You can look below at some of the fames and mirrors that I 

have purchased at yard sales.  By adding a good coat of paint, along with some 

vines with leaves, berries, or small blossoms, these items can make wonderful 

additions to any home! 

 

 

  

  

There is something you can do with frames of all sizes that is so much fun.  I have 

done it several times, but didn’t take a picture – I know – I should have, right?  

Well, I’ll just explain it to you.  First, I put out some newspaper on my large dining 

room table taping the pieces together giving me one large piece to work on. 
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Next, I laid out a bunch of frames that I had painted mostly solid colors on my 

large dining room table moving them around until I liked the way they looked.  I 

marked where I wanted each to go on the newspaper by drawing around each 

frame and marking where a nail or hook should be. 

I cut the outer edges off the newspaper – positioning it on my wall where I wanted 

the cluster of frames to hang.  I taped the edges of the newspaper lightly to the 

wall and put all my nails in place to hang the frames.   

After I tore off the paper, I hung my frames.  They really looked GREAT!  Oh, but 

the next thing I did was the very best part!  I chose some of my grandmother’s 

china in small, medium, and large pieces and with the wire plate hangers, I hung 

the plates in the openings of the frames.  This made a very large, interesting, and 

colorful collection to enhance a large drab wall.  Everyone who came in wanted to 

know how I did it.  This was certainly a hit!! 
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Below, you’ll see a corner of one of the mirrors featured above.  I really 

wanted you to see a close-up view of it.  This had a really wide and rustic frame. 

 

And just look at the sweet bird’s nest with vines and leaves that my friend, 

Catherine painted on the wood and spilling over into the mirror. 

 

 

As Catherine painted onto the glass, she had to switch to glass paint to finish the 

job.  This one was absolutely beautiful – and so sweet.  It sold for a very good 

price almost immediately! 

You can’t see in this picture, but there was the sweetest blue bird in the bottom 

right of this frame also.  Just about anything we painted with birds, and nests on it 

sold really fast. 

I always use acrylic – water soluble – paints when painting designs on any items I 

purchase at yard sales.  This applies to everything except glass.  Painting on glass 

is a delicate art that we would like to share with you on some future occasion. 
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Windows:  All Shapes, Sizes, Types – I’ll Buy Them All! 
 

Oh, and just try to keep me away from old windows in all shapes and sizes.  I buy 

them whenever I can and store them in our garage.  The prices on these are 

always cheap…I 

guess the people 

selling them don’t 

realize how 

special these 

really are and how 

many uses I can 

come up with for 

them!   

I was thrilled to 

find that old windows I had purchased would fit perfectly in my pergola.  

  

When I designed it and had a friend build it for me, we made sure to reinforce 

around where each window was to be positioned...  It is one of our most favorite 

places to sit in the 

evening! 

We have windows 

on both sides, and 

have used them 

just as you would 

use windows in a 

home – with a 

window ledge and 

everything! 
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There is also a rectangular shaped window we used over the opening going out of 

the pergola in 

the back.  These 

windows still 

have the peeling 

white paint which 

is the way they 

were when I 

found them.  

Wow!  I just love 

this look!   

 

You can see how we used these old windows in the sides of our pergola.  Of 

course, we took the glass out of these windows first.  Even though these pictures 

were taken last year, now there are many loops and curls of Wisteria vines 

weaving 

in and 

out of the 

old 

panes, as 

well as 

my Lady 

Banks 

Roses 

which 

share the 

top of the 

pergola 

with my Wisteria vines. 
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It really is so enjoyable sitting here in the summertime when the hummingbird 

feeders are full.  Beautifully colored “hummers” are zooming back and forth  

through the squares in the windows as well as the squares in the hand-made 

lattice without even slowing down to make sure they can get through!   
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I want to show you another use for windows.  These are some that I use in my 

house…I am always moving them around, and propping them up here and there. 

 

This is a tall 

window that still 

has the glass 

panes in it.  I love 

taping black and 

white pictures of 

our children and 

grandchildren onto 

these panes, and 

change them out 

frequently.  The 

window is propped 

on a white bench in a little “nook” as you come in our back door. 

 

There are so many options with a window like this.  You can add any kind of 

picture to the panes…you can add greeting cards when someone is ill.  I have 

used a window to display Christmas cards… 

 

Notice I always drape a piece of ivy, or greenery around the top of the window 

frame.  The top and the bottom too, are unfinished, and not really very pretty to 

look at.  So, during Christmastime, I use a small piece of Christmas garland, while 

the rest of the year, I might use ivy or a berry garland.  Any of these really add to 

the look of your window!  
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Now, I must show you my MOST favorite windows!  These are stained glass 

windows I purchased from an antique store! 

 

I have three of 

them, and they 

look beautiful 

wherever I 

may decide to 

put them in my 

house, or on 

my porch.  If 

you are lucky 

enough to 

come across 

stained glass 

windows at a reasonable price – buy them! 

I usually keep one of the tall 

ones, and a square one propped 

right in front of my kitchen 

window.  The above picture was 

taken at Christmas one year.  

If you do purchase one or more 

stained glass windows, try to 

display them where the light can 

shine through showing off the 

beautiful colors!  I love having 

mine where the morning sun 

peeps through every day! 

 



© Vol. 1   http://www.ladybugwreaths.com   pg. 29 

 

Tables and Plant Stands 
 

I have found some of the cutest side tables and plant stands at yard sales!  I want 

to use them all myself, but that just isn’t possible.  Even with my large porch, and 

pergola outside, I can only use just so many plant stands – no matter how cute 

they are!  If I don’t watch it, my house, porch, and outdoor living areas fill up. 

 

I still buy these pieces when I see cute ones!  I have many friends and relatives 

who want to purchase them when I just don’t have room for them at my house. 

Wobbly legs on tables and chairs can be fixed so don’t let that stop you from 

making a purchase, and if you don’t want to do that part yourself, there are plenty 

of handy-men out there who can do it for you.  I have a particularly good one that 

can fix anything for me, making it sturdy enough to use for many years to come! 
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Just look at this picture… Now just how cute is the small green table used as a 

plant stand??!!   

 

I just love it, and that 

is exactly the way I 

like for the paint to 

look!  This is one 

piece that I would 

not dare repaint!   

 

Now, this table is 

very old, and 

wobbly, but that 

doesn’t matter!  This 

one actually 

belonged to my 

grandmother, but if I 

spied one of these at 

a yard sale, you 

better believe I 

would purchase it!! 

 

 

I had some old birch sticks that my wreaths are made from and made a trellis of 

sorts for the planter on my stand.  There is a metal frog tucked into the foliage, a 

mix of greens, and a Vinca plant. 
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The table below was solid black with age and not painted when I purchased it.  

Honestly, it wasn’t very pretty at all!  I was drawn to the darling legs with the 

curves and turns.  Try to look beyond the finish or paint when you see a piece of 

furniture.  Just as in the table below, I instantly knew this one would be a real 

beauty after I got my hands on it. 

 

This one turned out SO cute 

using white paint as a base, 

and then using yellow and 

green as accents.  Then, I 

“antiqued” it with some burnt 

umber and a little green 

mixed with water and 

washed it onto the table 

giving it an aged look. 
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For those of you who have never felt even a slight desire to go check out a yard 

sale, I’m showing you some pictures of cute and functional tables you might have 

been missing.   

This is another very 

special side table 

which I love.  It cost 

me around $5.00 

and if it were for sale 

now, I would 

probably put 

$149.00 on it.  I 

painted it, and then 

distressed it with my 

palm sander.  I always cover my paint with a clear coating to protect it from water 

and stains, etc.  They will last for years to come! 

In the picture at the left, you’ll find such 

a sweet table – actually it is one of my 

favorites.  It is just the perfect size to sit 

right beside a table, couch, or chair!  

This little end table was only $1.00, and 

they seemed sorry to ask that for it.   

 

It is very hard to see the wooden bead 

work around the top of the table, but it is 

really beautiful.  When I purchased it, 

this was hanging off in strips, but luckily, 

all of it was there so I decided then and 

there that this table was restorable and 

would make a memorable piece. 

It was so easy to glue back on permanently before I painted this one a soft yellow!  

It has now lived all over my house! 
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I love the dark green peeling paint on this cute table.  This is another one that I 

found this way, and would NEVER want to do a single thing about changing the 

paint on it.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is just my taste!  You personally may not want a piece that has peeling and 

worn paint in your home.  In that case, you can certainly sand it and paint or stain 

it to the color of your choice.  You can’t see it, but the side of this one is really 

interesting! 
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Now, this little pedestal table is sooo sweet!  My sister found this at a yard sale for 

a steal!  She painted it so cute with a diamond pattern on top, and then adding a 

vine with leaves 

and berries.  

Looking closely at 

the pedestal…you 

can see the vines 

which wrap around 

with tiny leaves, 

and then a branch 

which flows over 

onto the top of the 

table. 

 

Looking in the 

picture below, can 

you see the sweet 

little frog peering 

over the edge of the table?  I just love frogs.   

My sis and I had a booth 

rented at an upscale 

consignment shop and this 

one sold right away for a 

very good price. 

 

I think everyone loves little 

frogs…items always sold 

faster with them.  Well… I 

particularly love frogs too! 
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Cute lines on the legs of this table made it just perfect for painting, distressing and 

adding a few leaves, vines, and berries.   

 

Oh, and my customers just 

loved it when I added a 

butterfly, bumblebee, or a 

bird with her nest!  I think I 

paid around $10.00 for this 

table and sold it for $149. 

It is so very simple to paint 

a few vines with leaves, 

adding just a few berries to 

bring in some color.  Be 

sure to watch for my book on painting furniture when it is finished.  I am sure you 

can do this too, and it is so much fun! 

 



© Vol. 1   http://www.ladybugwreaths.com   pg. 36 

 

Here is a close-up picture of the top of the table.  When I paint, I add water to the 

paint because I like the pale, worn look it produces.  The leaves are so very 

simple…and to make a berry, well…you’ll really be shocked at how I do that!  

Butterflies take a little longer, but I will certainly teach you how in my next book! 

 

After this table sold 

from the upscale 

consignment shop 

I was in, a 

customer came 

back wanting to 

purchase it.  She 

was so unhappy 

that it had already 

sold, that she went 

to an unfinished 

furniture store and bought a similar table!  Here is the picture of her “new” table! 

 

To the right is another of my favorite yard sale 

tables.  This one cost only 25¢!  I love the 

curve of the cute legs and the shape of the 

top.  This is one which has “lived” all over my 

house, and my porch.   

 

Sometimes, you just need a small side table!  

And this one makes a wonderful plant stand.  

It was beautiful last year on my porch with a 

live fern sitting on it! 
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Below, you’ll see my potting table.  I would be remiss if I didn’t put a picture of one 

of my special spots in this book.  I really pot all of my plants on this old table.  I 

love filling it with clay pots, garden tools, and much more!   
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Chairs and Stools 
 

I seem to have a thing for chairs…well, the cute, older ones anyway!  I always buy 

chairs, and if there is a set of four or six, I particularly want them.  I have 

purchased cute iron “ice cream” chairs, and lots of children’s chairs.  Chairs, 

chairs, chairs – of all shapes and sizes! 

 

 

 

There are six T-Back chairs around my breakfast room table.  I’ll bet you didn’t 

notice that they don’t match!  There are three different types here, but I have them 

painted the same color and have recovered the seats the same.  No one ever 

notices this unless I happen to point it out. 
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CHAIRS… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAIRS… 

CHAIRS 

CHAIRS… STOOLS… 
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STOOLS 

 

CHAIRS 

CHAIRS 

CHAIRS 

CHAIRS 

CHAIRS 

CHAIRS 

CHAIRS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STOOLS… STOOLS 
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Now, in looking at this red chair on the right, would you have purchased it at a yard 

sale, even if you considered it to be a good 

price?  Well, most people would not! 

 

But, I want you to see “before and after” pictures 

of this sweet child’s chair.  It was really a cute 

shape but it was bright red!  

 

I purchased it for $2 at a tag sale, and then 

after painting it, got around $69.00 for it!  

Now, didn’t this turn out to be really cute!! 

 

 

 

Cute dragonfly, striped seat, and a single flower are so sweet! 
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Love the dragonfly on the side of this chair.  Notice how the edges are painted 

lightly with green accents after the stool has been sanded and distressed a little! 

 

 



© Vol. 1   http://www.ladybugwreaths.com   pg. 43 

 

Side chairs which are painted black will fit into almost any room!  This chair 

eventually sold for $89.00, I believe, and we only paid $5 for it!  Turned out to be 

an absolutely beautiful chair, didn’t it, not to mention a great bargain.  Black is 

always classy.  Most decorators think that you need some piece of furniture in a 

room that is black, no matter what the color scheme.  I just love to have a black 

chair, or a table, or even a desk in my living area.  It adds so much! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can look closely at this chair and tell where it was distressed with a hand 

sander.  Afterwards, it was painted black and a clear finish coat was put on top to 

protect it from wear and tear. 
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Armoires and Kitchen Cabinets 
 

The beautiful armoire that I want you to see was not one of my yard sale finds, but 

I really have found pieces as beautiful, large, and sturdy as this one.  I sold these 

wonderful treasures for a pretty penny when I owned my downtown shop.  Most of 

them went for well over $1,000.00!  These are worth searching for! 

 

This one actually is a family hand-me-down.  It is probably 150 years old and 

inside one of the doors is a tiny metal plate screwed in at each side which reads 

“Acme Kitchen Company”.  It was like any typical armoire of that time.  You 

know, doors with old mirrors in them which you could hardly see yourself in 

anymore.  Metal rods hung inside each door because a piece like this was the only 

place our relatives had to hang their clothing.  (There were no closets at that time.)   
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Thanks to my grandfather, he reinforced it by adding long metal rods across the 

back which screwed into the sides.  I figure this was a very successful attempt to 

save this classic old wobbly piece from eventually falling apart.  Well… Papa -- It 

worked!! 
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As you can see by this picture above, this armoire has a very special place in our 

master bathroom and is filled with our linens.  I purposely left out a linen closet in 

this bathroom when we built our home because I knew this would be our linen 

closet!   

 

Before we built the home we are in now, this same piece was in my dining room 

filled with my grandmother’s china, crystal, serving dishes, table cloths, and 

silverware.  Please…. don’t ever pass up a piece like this one!  You’ll be sorry you 

did!  It is so versatile; it can be used in almost every room in your home! 

 

When I redid this wonderful piece, the first and most important thing we did was 

make very thick, and sturdy, shelves for both sides.  As these were added, more 

supports were also added inside this treasure.  After all, I wanted it to last another 

hundred years – or hopefully even more! 

I then took out the old mirrors, carried them to a glass shop, and had clear glass 

cut to go back into the doors.  It was very easy to put these back in because we 

had saved the tiny strips of wood which had held the mirrors in place.   

Next…I got to have some fun!  I mixed a color of white because I couldn’t find one 

that I liked!  It is still the white that I use on all of my white painted furniture.  As a 

matter of fact, I named this white “Granny White” because this armoire belonged 

to my Granny White!   (In case you didn’t know it, there are literally hundreds of 

shades of white paint out there, and no – I couldn’t find one that I was pleased with 

– so I mixed my own!) 

 If you’ll look closely there are cracks in the paint all over.  Now, that is a desired 

effect, and you can buy kits which will give you a crackle look.  I, however, was in 

luck!!  With all of the old oil that had been rubbed on this armoire for so many 

years, this cabinet crackled beautifully all by itself.  I was absolutely “thrilled”!  It 

needed several coats of paint and, believe me; I put it on pretty thick.  As I added 

each coat, the crackled look came right through each time.  Talk about luck…… 
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I purchased this white kitchen cabinet at a tag sell for $25.00!  The price is still on 

it.  Glass in the door at the top, and a cabinet at the bottom make this one a very 

cute and useful piece. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My sister painted it for me, and we sold it at a nice profit.   It didn’t need much 

work because it was already painted white!  Don’t ever pass up a cute kitchen 

cabinet, whether it is wood or some sort of metal! 
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Timing is Everything! 
First, we will assume that this is a conventional one-day yard sale and that it 

occurs on Saturday morning.  Some sales take place over two days, Friday and 

Saturday.  In either case though, if you don’t get there until noon on Saturday, you 

arrive in time to merely help the resident clean up, for the sale is really O-V-E-R.  

The suggestions contained in the remainder of this book will assume we are 

talking about a conventional one-day sale that happens on Saturday morning.  

 

But I’m getting ahead of myself.  Your first yard sale excursion actually begins on a 

Friday night.  But, you might protest, the sale doesn’t begin until the next day!  

Yes, but read on.  You can set an alarm Saturday morning, jump out of bed, land 

in your car and speed down the road looking for yard sale signs, but you will likely 

end up empty handed or, worse yet, come home with a large pile of someone 

else’s junk.  (And, you probably showed up at that first sale still in your pajamas!)  

Remember the saying, ‘he who fails to plan, plans to fail’.   A little planning in 

advance of your yard sale run can make all the difference when the wee hours of 

the morning come around and time is of the essence.   

 

‘Friday nights are plotting sessions,  

with newspaper ads and maps. 

Neighborhoods determine the order of the hunt  

and where the good stuff’s at.’ 
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If You Aim at Nothing, You’ll Hit It 

Every Time  
 

From an unknown but wise author!   A little preparation on Friday night can mean 

the difference between a useless ride around in the dark the next morning and 

getting the find of a lifetime for nothing but pocket change.  

 

The newspaper will come in handy on Friday and you can also check their 

classified ads on line Friday evening to get the most current listings.   

 Knowledge really is power here.   

 Know your hometown, particularly where the better neighborhoods 

are…homes that may have the best stuff.   

 Focus your attention there and plan your route with that in mind.  

 There is literally no sense in wasting your time and gas running around 

looking for that diamond in the rough in neighborhoods that have never 

seen a diamond, much less have any that they want to sell or throw out.   
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Plot Your Route 

A good city map will help you plot your route so that you hit the areas you want to 

visit and not waste your time off track.  Planning will ensure that you get to the 

most promising yard sales early, while avoiding unpromising ones.  It just may 

keep you from driving around and getting lost in the morning darkness, too.  Yes, 

you can get lost in your own hometown, if you’re riding around looking for street 

names and addresses in the dark and while still half asleep.  Personal experience 

cited here. 

The likelihood that you will just wander into a real treasure trove of a yard sale is 

most likely a pipe dream from someone who doesn’t like to do the upfront work of 

planning and preparing.  It is said that ‘a wise man (or woman) will make more 

opportunities than he (or she) finds. 
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Yard Sales… A Cash and Carry 

Proposition 

 

For me, this is a consideration as I plan.  You need to set your budget limit of 

what you intend to spend and have the cash by Friday night.  Trust me, there 

will be no one open that early on Saturday morning, and if they are, they will not 

want to give you all their cash.  And for Pete’s sake, don’t flaunt your cash when 

you arrive at a yard sale. For one, it’s dangerous to do so.  You may not know 

anything about some of the neighborhoods you find yourself in.  And secondly, it 

undermines your “Can’t you take a quarter for that?”, if you’ve got twenty dollar 

bills hanging out of every pocket!  Always keep the bulk of your money in your car 

(and don’t forget to lock it!).  It’s a good thing to wear clothing with pockets to keep 

the bills and change you’re going to be using safe and out of sight when you get to 

a yard sale. 
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Items to Consider as you Plan Your 

Outing: 
 Will I be going alone, with my significant other, or with friends? 

 What will I be shopping for today? 

 What is my dollar limit today? 

 How do I plan my route?  Do I bring a map along? 

 Don’t take time for breakfast!  It’s too early and the bargains are going 

quickly in the wee hours of the morn.  Eat when you’re through.  Take 

something with you, but don’t get stuck in a drive-through line as precious 

minutes creep by; it happened to me once! 

 Can I lift and load the items I buy or will I have to return to get them 

with some help? 

 What vehicle do I drive?  Do I expect to bring home any large items? 

 What do I wear?  Will it be cold at 6:00 in the morning?  What about rain? 

 Speaking of what to wear and your vehicle, what image do I want to 

project?  I don’t want them to think I could buy their whole yard, just some 

things in their yard sale! 

 What time do I want to start?  What time do I call it quits? 

 Do I feel up to driving a hard bargain?  Or am I more interested in just 

negotiating a price that’s good for both of us?  Maybe today, I’m just out to 

enjoy the social aspects of these yard sales. 
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‘She’d yard sale several times a week,  

if she could have her druthers. 

She rarely buys for herself anymore;  

it’s for grandchildren, a husband or others. 

Things left over might just discover  

 they’re under a Christmas tree, 

or else she’ll list them on eBay,  

and turn them into green.’ 
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Keep Your Goals in Mind   
 

Remember, you’ll know immediately when you get out of your car what you are 

looking for because you are prepared.  So, you begin checking out this particular 

house for those items as you are walking up the driveway.  Just because you are 

searching primarily for children’s toys, or a particular piece of furniture, doesn’t 

mean you have to be blind to whatever else is offered, though.  Perhaps you will 

find that bookshelf project that is second or third on your “want” list.  

 

McCoy, Majolica and Hull Pottery 
 

The McCoy frog container below was filled with dirty flowers and ivy which 

 

 

hid what it was and how cute it was until I pulled out the old flowers.  I was thrilled 

at this little find!  And in the picture to the right, is a dear treasure.  It is a green 

Majolica plate which I LOVE – actually that day, I found matching plates for a 

couple of dollars each!   
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Here’s an absolutely darling piece of Fiesta Ware!  Always, always look on the 

bottom of any pottery 

you see at yard, tag, or 

garage sales.   

 

And, don’t forget the 

estate sales!  I love 

green with my red and 

white china, so I am 

always on the lookout 

for any type of green 

pottery or vases! 

 

More pieces of my favorite yard sale and flea market pottery include: 
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I suggest you always shop for pottery that looks anything like these when you’re 

going to yard sales and flea markets! Always keep your eyes open as you are 

browsing and be in tune to the possibilities that they may be out there at every 

stop you make – you certainly don’t want to miss amazing finds like those above.   
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You may have an eye for those pieces that you can restore easily and turn a quick 

profit on; or maybe you’re like me – looking for something you can use in your 

home, as well as looking for an item to sell!  You just need to keep your eyes 

moving when you arrive at each yard sale.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The handmade china bird above has to be one of my absolute FAVORITE 

bargains.  It is so beautiful with its wired, and hand wrapped feet and legs.  You 

really will not believe what I paid for this sweet thing!!!  Only 25¢!  I was thrilled 

and walked away feeling like I had stolen something very precious! 
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I exasperate those who ride with this “yard sale diva” on my outings.  I have a sixth 

sense when it comes to yard sales.  I usually know when I first arrive, or at least by 

the fifth step out of the car, if this sale is worth my time or not.  It doesn’t take me 

too many glances to see if they have what I am after on this particular morning.  If 

they don’t, I’m already turning on my heel to leave, which flabbergasts my “posse”. 

 

    

 

 

‘Nancy has a very discerning eye,  

spotting treasures among the trash. 

One look at a sale can tell this female  

if she should stay or dash.’ 
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Most of them have just begun to saunter up to the sale stash or have found some 

trinket that has captured their imagination or has spotted someone they know and 

started a conversation.  They glare at me as if I have committed a faux pas, but, 

trust me, 

there’s 

nothing 

French about 

these yard 

sales!  What 

they don’t 

grasp yet, is 

that time is 

money.  If this 

particular stop 

doesn’t satisfy 

my longings, 

then we must drive to the next treasure hunt…post haste! 

 

 

‘Hitting her groove, she stays on the move,  

outracing, outbidding the boys. 

Time is money to this honey;  

but you sense it’s a labor of joys. 

“Love” was the word I wanted to use,  

but Nancy came to my aid. 

She spied “joys” in a backyard sale,  

so a deal was struck and made.’ 
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Art of Yard Sale Price Negotiation  
 

This brings me to one of the thrills of yard sale-ing: price negotiation.  There’s 

nothing quite so satisfying…nay, thrilling…as getting an article you desperately 

want at a much more reduced price than it started out being.  What a feeling of 

strength and swagger!  Negotiations like these can go either way.  You may think 

you have the fellow over the barrel and that he is desperate to get rid of his trash 

(which is your treasure).  But you go too far and offer a price that is a bit too low, 

and he gets his feathers ruffled and then there’s no more lowering of the price…on 

any of his merchandise. 

 

In other situations, and you can just about size these up as you walk into the yard, 

you recognize that these folks have an “agenda” to get rid of as much of their 

goods as is humanly possible.  You almost salivate as you pick over their gear, 

knowing you’ve already got them where you want them.  You can walk away from 

those sales with a great many bargains. 

 

 

 

 
‘She got her wish, as she often does,  

being the Master bargainer she. 

They were asking $5 dollars,  

but Nancy was firm and wound up paying three.’ 
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It’s not stealing, if they accomplish what they want and so do you, is it?  Yard sales 

are a wonderful 

way for folk to get 

rid of those items 

that they no longer 

want or need or 

use.  Too, they get 

a few bucks for 

their trouble.  

Here’s an 

example. 

 

 

Great bargaining:  This really well-made tray was a steal for 50¢.  They wanted 

$5.00, but I offered 50¢, saying it would have to be painted – sure they said! 

 

 

So, I brought home 

this tray – got out my 

acrylic paints and 

started painting!  

Now, I paint with a 

paint brush in one 

hand, and a wet 

wash cloth in the 

other because I have 

to wash it off at least 10 times before I am happy with my work!  Tee Hee Hee….. 
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Cool Kitchen Junk 
 

I have found so many cute items which I use in my kitchen that I thought I would 

show you some of these and how I use or display them.   

Most of the items I have found and display are very popular ones to veteran yard 

sale-ers… so, you need to get up early (in the dark) to start your yard sale treks! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m sure you can you guess what type of container the aluminum one above is.  If 

you guessed an old milk container, then you’re right!  I purchased this at an 

antique mall and the price was so small, I can’t remember how much I paid. 

 

I needed some sort of container in my kitchen where I could put all of my cute 

kitchen utensils.  I have an old rolling pin, and other utensils which have those cute 

and worn red handles.  There is a hand egg beater, a potato masher, tongs and 

much more.  This setting needed to be softened a little, so I added a bunch of ivy 

and some fruit before I started adding my utensils!  
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I am always on the lookout for these old hand-painted serving trays!  Rarely do I 

use them for that purpose anymore, but they are really great as a back-drop where 

you need a little interest or color.  

I also have 

some of 

these 

propped up 

on top of my 

kitchen 

cabinets with 

smaller, less 

used items 

sitting in 

front of them. 

 

I have a friend who came up with this cute idea… so, after seeing hers, I 

immediately came home and resurrected some of the old silverware I have been 

collecting. These make GREAT stakes in pots where some of your vines may be 

falling over – or just use them in your pots because they are so “cute”!! 
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My Storefront Business:  Straw 

Basket @ Brook Green Court 

 

During the time I owned my storefront business, a lot of my yard sale treasures 

wound up being used or for sale there.  Indeed, the Straw Basket at Brook Green 

Court was a high end consignment shop and received foot traffic from the most 

affluent shoppers in the Anderson, SC area.   

 

Our stock rotated constantly, and we often sold our display pieces, too. One might 

think we would just go to a furniture store or building supply house and purchase a 

new display piece.  One would only have to check their prices to see why that was 

not the first option I chose. 
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As my years in business went by, I 

became very astute as to which 

antiques and used "treasures" 

would make the perfect displays. 

 

And when I realized that I could 

purchase these "treasures" at 

yard sales, tag sales, or estate 

sales, I was up bright and early 

every Saturday morning. 

 

We had some of the most 

interesting displays in town!  Do 

you see the trellis in the back of 

this picture?  It is now attached to 

the back of my house and covered 

with roses! 
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Best Yard Sale…Ever 
These are my 

precious 

chickens; a hen 

and a rooster!  I 

found these at 

my most favorite 

yard sale 

EVER!!!!  The 

woman moved 

here from 

England 20 

years ago and 

paid to have all her possessions shipped over.  Well, she was moving back to 

England and had a yard sale on a holiday when hardly anyone was out.  My eyes 

just about popped 

out of my head!  

I knew the second 

I saw everything 

that I had better 

grab it quickly and 

I did!  The first 

thing was to pick 

up the largest 

basket I could find 

and start filling it 

up.  
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I cannot remember everything I bought from her that day, but she was ready to 

sell, and didn’t have prices on anything.  After I piled up so much that I could 

hardly believe it, she said $200.00.   

 

I offered $75.00 and got it.  I know… I know…even that sounds like a lot, but…We 

totally loaded up the back of my Highlander with furniture, iron outdoor furniture, 

pottery, and paintings.  I sold a lot of it in my shop making well over $1,500.00 and 

kept the prize pieces for me like my rooster and hen. 

 

This rooster and hen are Majolica.  Just these all by themselves would probably 

sell for over $500.00!!!! 

 

My friend painted my old window which is propped up behind them.  The red paint 

is peeling off the window now which makes me love it even more!  She painted the 

rooster and hen on it for me.  This really makes me smile when I look up at the top 

of this cute cabinet in my kitchen.  I think this has to be my second favorite find – 

EVER!!! 
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Treasures Abound Outside 
 

We have a large porch which runs almost all the way across the back of our home.  

In addition to a large breezeway, there are gardens with paths and a pergola in the 

backyard. 

 

I have many, many places in which to put wonderful old and eclectic “garden art”!  

Practically every piece of furniture found in my yard or on the porch came from a 

yard sale or an estate sale, saving me a lot of money, since there are many spots I 

wanted to furnish.  
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But, truthfully, I would furnish my outdoors this way if I had the money to go and 

purchase new.  I 

just like the shabby 

chic, eclectic look!! 

 

An old iron base of 

an antique “treadle 

sewing machine”, 

with a very thick 

piece of old glass, 

is the home to a 

birdhouse and a 

pot of ivy along 

with a piece of driftwood. 

You can believe I was really thrilled to find these rusty antique lanterns.  I have 

candles in both of them as they hang in the pergola.  I love to light these when we 

are sitting out there at night!  They really make it so inviting!  I would love to find a 

dozen more to hang around… no, I am not kidding! 
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This wooden piece was an old-timey vent in the gable of an old house.  I have it 

hanging on my porch right now, but have had it inside my house on top of my 

china hutch from time to time.  It looks 

great in both places!  

 

 

The swan birdbath below was a great 

find!   

It didn’t matter to me one single bit that 

the bowl didn’t hold water anymore. 

 

 I just filled it with dirt, and put a 

saucer in the middle to hold water 

for the birds. 

I plant Ivy and seasonal flowers 

in this which trails out the sides.  

My, my, doesn’t it look cute! 

So, don’t ever pass up a 

birdbath just because it won’t 

hold water!!   

We have lots of iron furniture in 

our yard – and YES, you guessed 

it!  It came from yard or estate 

sales.   
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In this picture, there is a cute white iron chair that has clustered clay pots beside it.  

One of the clay pots is on an old iron plant stand! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When you are zooming from yard sale to yard sale on any given Friday or 

Saturday morning, don’t forget the concrete garden art!  I know it’s overwhelming 

sometimes because of their weight, but there is usually a man around somewhere 

who would be happy to load it for you…  
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We have several iron benches strategically placed in our gardens which -- wow – 

you guessed it… came from where??  Right!  Yard Sales! 

 

A cute iron table with a glass top sits on our back porch.  It is just the right size to 

be a side table, complimenting my cute antique painted chair! 

 

 



© Vol. 1   http://www.ladybugwreaths.com   pg. 73 

 

 

Old rusty sap buckets hang inside the lattice of the pergola.  It doesn’t matter that 

they are rusty 

and have holes 

in them!   

Those holes let 

the water drain 

out after a rain.   

I have some 

plants which 

grow in these 

year round. 
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I know you’re probably wondering… Do you really have an old mantle in your 

garden?  Well…yes…I do.  It fits this empty spot just perfectly.  This is the back 

way to our garage, and looked very blank and empty.  An early morning trip to a 

great estate sale solved that problem very well! 

 

If you look a little to the right, I have an old iron water fountain, and yes, it does 

really work.  The pump makes a little noise, so next on my list of things to do is to 

buy a new pump.  These are very easy to find and install, so don’t let that stop you 

when you find a fountain you like! 
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More Special Treasures 

 

Look at this beautiful old dresser, and…who needs a mirror!  It is great without it.  

Now, when this was purchased I paid $10.00 for it.  It was painted fire engine red, 

and had scratches all over it.  Actually, the young man who had used it in his room 

had scratched a few bad words into it, which I immediately filled with putty.  

But…who would ever know now?  It sits in my guest bedroom…a creamy yellow 

with blue hydrangeas painted on it, and with new glass knobs.  Voila - it certainly is 

an extraordinary piece. 

When I was working on this cute dresser, I put a primer coat of white and then 

yellow.  This is what I was talking about when I said you could distress some of 

these items with art paint.  I mixed some white paint and water with my green 

acrylic paint and rubbed it on, making sure I got it into all the crevices.  That really 

makes it look sweet, doesn’t it? 
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Do you notice the watered down green I used to fill in all the cute lines of the 

dresser?  I love doing this in spots like the turned legs at the bottom…alternating 

the green accents with the yellow which is already there.  And what about the 

designs carved into the fronts of the drawers?  If I hadn’t filled those in with green, 

they wouldn’t show up at all.  The little small details you add when restoring such 

items, which are not very hard at all to do, make such a difference in your special 

yard-sale find when you add it to your home! 

 

A few Hydrangeas (which are really easy to paint, by the way) are tastefully placed 

on the top, and then I used a little Polycrylic to seal it.  I know…I know what you’re 

thinking, and you’re right!  This is darling! 

 

This is one of the pieces I couldn’t sell when it was finished.  I use it in my guest 

bathroom and a white distressed antique mirror hanging above it.  I’ll tell you more 

about all of the techniques listed above, used on old pieces of furniture, when my 

new “Painting and Distressing Old Furniture” book is finished. 
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Great Sellers and Very Cheap 
 

 

While we are talking about painting yard sale furniture and other special treasures, 

I just had to throw in this little tid-bit!  These are tiles which I purchased at either 

Lowe’s or Home Depot!  They are so easy to paint! 

 

Notice how I used some of my leftover, watered-down paint to rub around the 

edges of these tiles, and to add some in the backgrounds around the fruit. 

 

These fruit scenes were painted on 19¢ ceramic tiles.  I sold these consistently for 

$19.99 to $24.99 each.  Watch for my book on painting and distressing 

furniture which will be coming out later.  You can learn some valuable painting 

secrets.  
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Storefront Business - Great Displays 
Now, there is another very exciting thing about using old cupboards, 

sideboards, tables, shelves, or armoires as displays, if you have a storefront 

business.  And that is…pricing and selling them.  Don’t let them take up 

valuable floor space merely to hold something off the floor. 

 

There used to be a rule in the large downtown storefront that I managed; any 

piece of furniture that takes up floor space must be for sale!  Well, it really was a 

rule most of the time – even though some pieces were just too special to sell.  But 

just think how much you pay per square foot, if you own a retail business.  Every 

space in your store is valuable to you, so display pieces serve two purposes: 

displaying your goods, but they must be ready to go out the door, too, as 

merchandise.  

 

These wonderful old pieces can hold and display your merchandise in the best 

way possible, while still catching the eye of avid antique collectors, just like the 

white distressed armoire I showed you earlier.  

 

 

The best thing is their mark-up can be much, much more than you get for 

your brand new items.  These stately old pieces can bring a tidy sum, especially 

when they are loaded with some of your finest wares – whether old or new – 

showing customers how charming they really can look. 

 

 

When going to yard sales, you’d better have a plan, because these goods will 

need a home when you get home.  Many of these were wonderful eclectic pieces, 

so exciting; my heart began to pound when I found these particularly fascinating 

"treasures".  
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If there wasn't room in my home for the extra special pieces, I could put them in 

my shop as display pieces, holding merchandise for sale.  If one was a particularly 

wonderful piece, I priced it high enough that I didn't feel so badly when it sold and 

was rolled out the door.  But, truthfully, there are some pieces I still really wish I 

had back! 

 

Some of these pieces went right onto the sales floor with only a good cleaning - no 

painting or distressing involved - and looked great!  There were others which 

required some coats of paint with a little Polycrylic protective coating.   
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Vignettes 
 
In the picture below, you will see a display, or vignette, I put together in my home.  

You can use these same techniques in a display in your shop or your home!   

 

The table is one you can paint fairly easily.  Just draw off the lines and use 

painters tape to use any design you would like.  I chose yellow and winter white - 

some of my favorite colors which go with just about any other color.   
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In the same display, I also added a couple of antique pieces of glassware and 

pottery which, of course came from yard sales!  And lying on the table are floral 

glass "frogs" which hold fresh flowers up in vases.   

 

These are so special, and they are getting harder and harder to find at yard sales, 

flea markets, and antique malls!  If you see any which are reasonably priced, 

please don’t pass them up.  If you don’t want to keep them yourself, you can 

certainly sell them for a good price! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These can be marked up in your store, if you are willing to part with them, but I 

have a really hard time letting go! 

 

Every display is put together with some sort of theme, whether it is color, a hobby, 

or just things you like, such as I did.  These same principals apply whether you are 

decorating your home, or putting together an eye-catching display for a business! 
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Example of Outdoor/Sportsman Display 
 
Let’s talk a little more about vignettes like the one in the picture below.  I’ll discuss 

some of the items in the picture and the display techniques I used to get the 

desired effect I wanted.  I am going to point out to you some very important 

aspects about this display.  Each reflects the taste and style I wanted to achieve 

which, for me, was the essence of The Straw Basket. 

 

First, there is a very cute, primitive table in the lower right corner - a very 

inexpensive table which eventually left my shop when its new owner paid me 

almost $400.00 for it!  This table was a great find and it was definitely worth this 

selling price.  Since this was an outdoor, woodsy display, you’ll see bears, fish, 

and much more! 

 

A very cute bear clock is propped on the floor right beside the primitive 100-year-

old table.  There is a black, bear pedestal with another brown bear sitting upon it.   

 

HINT ALERT!  This is another vignette that points out the truly remarkable 

value of using yard sale merchandise whenever you get the opportunity.   Just 

remember, the mark-up on new merchandise cannot begin to match the 

money you will clear on your special yard sale treasures -- that is if you 

educate yourself, and learn what to look for.  All of the wonderful, older, display 

pieces and smaller finds such as pottery, glassware, baskets, etc. will help 

increase your profit margin greatly! 

 



© Vol. 1   http://www.ladybugwreaths.com   pg. 83 

 

 

A "sportsman" style shelf hangs on the wall holding antique pottery pieces.  High 

upon the wall is a wooden fish with the words "live bait" hand-painted on it.  There 

are hooks which are lined up along the bottom of the fish which are holding...you 

guessed it...antique items! 
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New and Old Treasures – What’s 

Your Pleasure? 
There were very tall ceilings in our downtown storefront, so going upward (in the 

air) with our displays suited our needs perfectly, and made the shop look much 

larger and fuller than it was.   

 

I have been describing for you just how impressive and interesting a display can 

become with a large mix of types, styles, and ages of merchandise!  We even 

moved some of our gently used items outside our store each day! 

 

 

When shopping for merchandise to sell, don't ever overlook or underestimate 

estate and yard sales, which can be very profitable for you.  These small 

"experienced" items (or "treasures" as I call them), are in great demand and fit in 

so well with your new florals.  They accessorize them perfectly -- adding texture, 

character, and color!  Your displays, and everything in them, become so inviting. 

Owning and operating my first businesses, I felt like I could not put anything 
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"gently used" as an item for sale.  I had this misconception that my customers 

would only expect new items straight from the market.  You know...the ones with 

the labels still on them, no scratches, and no marks... brand spanking new.  There 

were so many things I itched to add to my merchandise, but didn't think it was 

appropriate at that time. 

 

 

 

In the picture above, you can see that we came to use many antique, old, or yard 

sale finds in our displays.  You’ll see an old flower basket with some of my stems 

for sale, a cute old drop leaf table painted yellow, another odd side-table, and a 

cute plant stand, which has been painted white.  There is much, much more in this 

picture, but each and everything would be hard to point out. 

 

When I finally realized what I was missing out on, I began to buy china, pottery, 

clay pots, mirrors with exquisite frames, and much more.  I found out to my delight 

that by using my style, savvy "negotiating" skills, and just pure luck, I could pick up 

many precious "treasures" at these yard and estate sales...items that sold for very 
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good prices.  My mark-up was much higher, helping to supplement the profit I 

received from selling new florals and accessories purchased from market. 

 

 

Above, I spy a cute old church bench on the left, and many rustic tables which 

always sold for such a good price.  The “rustic” look is in – customers really LOVE 

it! 
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More and more pictures of my shop with its eclectic collection!  Customers LOVED 

to come in and browse…sometimes staying for 2 or 3 hours.  We really had that 

much to look at.  You just couldn’t see everything your first time around! 

 

 



© Vol. 1   http://www.ladybugwreaths.com   pg. 88 

 

 

On many Saturday mornings, I would leave my house by 5 – to 5:30 a.m. and fly 

from yard sale to yard sale.  I might jump out of my car, my eyes surveying all that 

lay before me.  Grabbing any items I thought especially intriguing or interesting as 

quickly as I could, I found a safe place to hold them.   

 

No matter how hard I tried, I literally could not hold every treasure in my 

arms...but, at the same time, I didn't want to lay them down and run the risk of 

losing certain ones to other yard sale shoppers.  (Unlike mega floral supply 

houses, there are no “staging areas” at yard sales.)  After making sure I had seen 

everything, I decided which items were "keepers" and which were not.   

 

I would then be back downtown at my store, by 10 a.m., unloading my car filled 

with many of my treasures which didn’t have to be painted or worked on – these 

could go directly in my shop…as is.   

 

I’d quickly get them priced and out on the sales floor.  Many, many times these 

same items would sell before the day’s end.  Boy, was that exciting!  
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Take a look at this cute white tin 

flower basket to the right.  I found 

these at estate sales, yard sales, 

and auctions quite frequently, and, 

of course, since I owned a floral 

business, I always purchased 

every single one that I could. 

 

By the time I filled this one with 

Narcissus, making a cute display 

for my shop, a customer came in 

and bought the entire 

thing…flowers and all. 

 

I don’t think it even sat in the shop 

for half of a day  Talk about a 

quick turn around on your 

investment! 

 

 

Words I can handle when she gets home;  

they are small and easily stored. 

It’s the tables, recliners, bookcases and such  

that hardly fit through our door. 

If my back can take it and I don’t break it and  

through the door it goes, 

we’ve created yet another problem: 

Where then does it repose? 
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I Always Have My Eyes Peeled For…. 
 

 

 

I splurged a little when I purchased this old chest above, but I loved the lines and 

the curves of the drawers.  I paid $100.00 for this one, but I ended up selling it for 

around $600.00!  All I did was paint it white, distress it with my palm sander and 

then I “antiqued” it with a little watered down burnt umber, along with a little green 

acrylic paint.  I rubbed these colors on the edges, and sides, making it look even 

more distressed.  I’ll show you how to do this in my next book on painting and 

distressing furniture.  

 



© Vol. 1   http://www.ladybugwreaths.com   pg. 91 

 

 

 

I helped my sister find this cute old table above.  I already had another yard 

sale table, which was painted with vegetables and flowers in each corner, so she 

painted hers to be very similar.  I think this table was only around $10.00 – cute, 

huh?  I still have mine and really love it! 

Notice the design in the top of the table which is painted green.  This just gives this 

beauty much more interest!  Oh, and so does the stem of cherries and leaves on 

both sides… soooo precious! 
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Here is a before and after picture of a carved 

wooden lamp.  It is pretty in the first picture, and 

that is the way my sister purchased it.  But…just 

look at it after it was painted!  The shade was 

purchased from another yard sale! 

Would you have purchased this lamp at a sale if 

you saw it for a reasonable price?  Always 

watch, think, and plan…you never know what 

beautiful treasure might be lurking underneath that old façade! 
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More special garden finds…I think this area just might be my favorite! 

 

I just fell in love with this small wire planter above!  The top part wasn’t too deep, 

and I thought that anything I planted there might die. 

I purchased one of those planter liners, and cut it to fit the top of my wire planter, 

and then lined it with plastic before planting my flowers.  This held the moisture all 

summer and my greenery and flowers flourished. 

At the very same yard sale, I also found the little bunny whose ears are peeking 

out from behind the clay pot filled with ivy on the bottom shelf…so cute…. 
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We have already talked about the green plant stand below… You can see that the 

triangle I made out of birch sticks is now covered with ivy. 

I am showing you this picture so that you can see that just about anything can 

make a great looking planter in your yard.  This is one of those old iron wash pots.  

It is very heavy and was hard to drill holes in the bottom for drainage, but not 

impossible!  Whatever I plant in this pot seems to thrive… they just love it out in 

the hot sun.   

 

 

 

I am always searching for containers to hold flowers in my garden! 
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A corner of our back porch is filled with yard sale treasures.  There is a cute old 

black wire baker’s rack in the corner filled with clay pots of ivy and grasses.  A 

copper pitcher has a beautiful green patina to it – probably because I kept it sitting 

outside for a while, and the little birdhouse on the middle shelf has actually been a 

home for our many birds. 

It is hard to see, but there is an old basket I paid a quarter for on the bottom shelf 

which has a top.  It is different and unique.  I love the way it looks on the shelf. 

 

I’ll bet you can tell this picture was taken at Christmastime, right?  There is another 

plant stand here which is holding my old copper pot.  

I filled it with dirt, and then walked around my yard, as well as my neighbor’s, 

cutting different greens and berries to make holiday arrangements for the outside.  

These lasted for weeks because the stems were stuck in dirt which I kept watered. 
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I could really kick myself for purchasing this table and then giving it to my sister!  

Well, I just didn’t have a place for it at the time…but I really loved it.  This one 

didn’t require any work at all except for a little oil rubbed into the wood. 

 

The really neat part about this piece is that the wooden top is put together very 

sturdily and it sits right into the iron base.  There is a lip which holds it securely, 

keeping it from sliding off.   

Can you believe that I paid $10.00 for this special piece??  No, me either!  And, 

my sis found these four chairs at a yard sale that same day which look great with 

the table.   

Now, I can think of several places around my home where I would be able to use 

it.  Oh well… another day… another yard sale… another table!! 
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Don’t ever pass up items like these at yard sales… you’ll regret it!! 

Cute, Cute, Cute…knick-knack shelf!   

My sis loves it in her kitchen.  Paid  

practically nothing for it! 

 

What a darling old piece to hold a mixer.  

But, it didn’t look this good when it was 

purchased!! 

Do you walk past an ole’ potato bin when you 

come across one?   

This pale minty green is perfect with the 

flowers painted on each side.  And… this 

really is a potato bin, so you can store your 

potatoes in it. 

Wire is in the heart shaped holes on the front to let air in.  Oh, and of course it had 

to have new white porcelain knobs for the front, now didn’t it? 
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I used to walk right past old light fixtures when I started going to yard sales.  But… 

no more!!  You really won’t believe the precious ones I have found!  

There are some that I took the wiring out of, and used the place where the bulbs 

would screw in to hold candles.  Now, 

those are hanging outside in my yard 

to use when we have parties.  And they are 

also hanging in yards of many of my friends! 

I have really enjoyed using my white floor 

lamp.  The arm with the curls looks great as it 

hangs out from the base.  I had already 

purchased this 

cute shade at 

another yard sale.   

This lamp stays on my 

mantle all the time…no 

one even notices that one 

of his hands is missing!  I 

don’t even take it off at 

Christmas, I decorate 

around it. 
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Wonderful pictures are out there to be found…I have found original paintings that 

are so very special!  They would probably sell for a lot if I could let them go… LOL 

I originally 

bought this 

one because I 

thought I 

could use this 

long narrow 

frame.  The 

scene grew on me, and it is now hanging on a shelf with hooks for coats.  I enjoy 

this one more and more as time goes on. 

 

This original drawing 

was found rolled up 

with a rubber band 

around it at a nearby 

yard sale.  The owner 

said it was by an artist 

from Anderson.  He 

actually knew him.  I 

paid around $2 or $3 

for it and came home 

and looked the artist’s 

name up on the 

Internet.   

He is a well-known 

artist now, and this 

original and signed charcoal, ink, and watercolor is worth a lot of money.  I didn’t 

feel bad getting it professionally framed.  It looks great in our office! 
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Many nicer pieces are easy to find at estate sales and yard sales.  These don’t 

have to be sanded or painted.  Most of the time, they just need to be cleaned up a 

little, and maybe have some oil rubbed on the wood to refresh it a little! 

This table is one of two which 

are just alike.  They are English 

tables, and are actually the ends 

of a very large table. 

We don’t have the large table, 

but my sister did find these two 

end pieces.  They look 

absolutely wonderful used 

separately in her den. 

 

 

Always watch for coffee tables – or, for tables!  The table below was actually a real 

table… a taller one.  The legs were cut off making it a very special coffee table.  

Look how cute 

the stool is that 

is slid up 

underneath.  

The legs were 

cut off this one 

too! 

You’ll be 

surprised at 

how creative 

you can be… 

just think! 
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I am particularly drawn to books and baskets.  Books make really good “risers”!  

When I am putting things on a mantle or a table and I find that an item needs just a 

little more height I think of books. 

I am always on the lookout for books, but 

not always for their content.  I purchase 

books a lot of the time just because I like 

the way the bindings look stacked on top 

of each other.  This makes a very 

interesting display.  I have some books which are in French.  Maybe one day I’ll 

figure out what they say, but in the 

meantime, I use them always as risers on 

my mantle, a sideboard, or one of several 

other spots which need a little “lift”!  

Baskets with hinged tops particularly 

intrigue me.  They are so useful when 

stacked together.   

First of all, they catch the eye, and look 

very interesting as they are stacked.  

Second of all, they are very useful in 

storing many things.  I use most of mine 

right now for children’s toys, since we 

have four small grandchildren.  

I have stored fabric pieces in them.  Oh, 

and by the way, that is another thing I 

just cannot pass up at a yard sale.  There are so many uses for beautiful fabric, 

even if it is not a big piece.  You can make wonderful throw pillows for beds and 

couches…placemats…and much more.  So, when you are making your rounds as 

I do, don’t walk blindly by the fabric scraps! 
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This is an especially beautiful mirror which has its own special spot in our home.  It 

probably was the top to a dresser at one time, but now it sits on top of my linen 

chest and looks like it was made to go exactly there! 

 

This picture was taken at Christmas and, as you can see, I have an airy, wispy 

green garland draped across the top.  I just noticed that you can see the reflection 

of my Christmas tree in the mirror…  

 

This is another picture I purchased for $1.00.  I 

intended to take it out of the large, beautiful 

frame, and add a mirror.  

Well, when I got it back home, it fit perfectly in 

our master bath.  I do love it although the 

picture is really nothing special… but it fits the 

spot very well! 
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I just have to show you this one.  When I had my store downtown, I had a partner 

who purchased this wonderful handmade rustic furniture from a man in Texas.  

About twice a year, she and her husband would pull a trailer to Texas and load up 

on his neat pieces made from old barn wood.  I know how much these “birdhouse” 

tables sold for and was really surprised a few years ago to find one at a yard sale! 
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Above is the one I found, and I paid $100.00 for it.  You may think that sounds like 

a lot, but I know how much she paid for this table and 2 rustic chairs which went 

along with it… almost $800.00!!  Oh, and I got the 2 chairs also for the $100.  

Great deal!! 

 

The picture above shows an original table after we did a beautiful display in the 

window of our shop!  Amazing… huh?  Just goes to show you never know what 

you might find at a yard sale!  Below you’ll see another picture of the same table in 

the shop! 
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I know I showed you a picture of this table earlier, but I wanted to point out a few 

things in this grouping! 

 

 

We already talked about the table – how I painted it white and distressed the 

edges a little with my palm sander.  I use this table behind my couch and have for 

a while.   

The white chair is just as it was when I paid $5 for it.  And, honestly it is one of the 

most comfortable chairs I have ever sat on.  When we have company for meals 

during the holidays and my 12 chairs aren’t enough, I always make sure I get to sit 

in this one!  

Do you see my Planter’s Peanut jar?  This would sell for at least $500.00 

anywhere.  I just want you to know what to be looking for as you begin making 

your profitable and exciting yard sale excursions.  
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We already talked about using books as risers.  On top of the table above is a 

stack of garden books, and yes, they were 

also purchased at a yard sale.  

I think I came home with about a dozen or 

so that day and paid 50 cents each for 

them.  Each has a beautiful cover, and 

looks great wherever I use them.  

Books are great to read – I am an avid 

reader!  But, books also look great 

displayed throughout your home.  Yard 

sales are wonderful sources for some 

amazing books to read or display! 

 

The green glass container on this table is 

what is called “Depression Glass”.  This one has grapes imprinted on the sides 

and has a top.  Depression glass comes in several colors, such as green, light 

blue, dark blue, pink, amber and clear.  It is always searched for at yard sales by 

dealers. It would be a good idea to look online to become familiar with the 

many looks and colors of depression glass as well as types of pottery and 

china. Keep your eyes open for pieces such as this! 

 

 

Before I leave you, let me summarize for you in five quick tips, how you can 

become the consummate yard sale queen (or king) in your neighborhood.  

You will then have all your family and friends wanting to accompany you to yard 

sales, because they cannot believe the goodies you get….and you spend almost 

NOTHING! 
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FIRST:  Go early!  Be the first one there!  (Just PLEASE don’t stop or knock on the 

door if they’re not out yet…they will be soon, so be patient!)  Strike up a 

conversation – be friendly!  You will most certainly get great deals! 

 

SECOND:  Set a budget before you go and make a list of what you are looking for. 

(Now, this doesn’t mean that you pass up some really GREAT finds just because 

they are not on your list!) 

 

THIRD:  Learn prices.  This will take some time, patience, and practice.   You will 

soon develop a sense that their price is reasonable or not.  Some people value 

their stuff way too much – a lot more than it is worth and they just will not go down.  

Others are new to yard sale-ing and honestly don’t know how to price their goods.  

Either way, if the prices are unreasonable, just move on…don’t waste your 

precious time! 

 

FOURTH:  Learn how to offer a lower price without insulting the person having the 

sale.  Learn when not to make an offer and when to make an offer!  Learn how to 

do this with style…sometimes even joking just a little while trying to get a good 

deal.  After all, you’re out to have fun; not to leave a path of destruction in your 

wake. 

 

FIFTH:  Learn to look beyond the façade when you first see an item at a sale.  

Overlook the paint, the finish, the wobbly legs, because ALL of that can be fixed – 

and sometimes quite easily, I might add!  Look at the “bare bones”…the shape or 

style of a table or a chair.  Try to imagine that piece a different color.  You know, 

paint can really change the style of an object much more than you can imagine. 
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HOPE TO RUN INTO YOU AT A YARD SALE ONE DAY AS WE 

COMPARE OUR GREAT FINDS! 
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Conclusion 

In closing, I want to talk to a little about our New & Exciting Membership Site: 

www.BestOfNancy.com.   I would like to show you how this yard sale book along 

with the BestOfNancy.com site will help you in starting your own Internet business!  

 

In writing this book, “Yard Sale Treasures”, I have given you a lot of information.  

This information can be used in different ways and can carry you along many 

avenues if you have a business in mind.  This book is one of the tools you can use 

and benefit from when opening a business.  This process is a combination of 

things that we will give you and help you to implement.  And, “BON” is certainly 

here to help you grow and promote your business… online… or… offline! 

  

When I first started this site with my very talented friend and associate, Linda 

Joseph, we had a lot of ideas about all the information we could share with its 

members.  But, as this membership site began with Linda and I talking to 

members and answering questions in the Forums and on calls, the number of 

topics we are now teaching has just exploded!   

 

We are growing and expanding in many directions at once!  We are inundated 

with so many ideas as well as requests from “BON” members!  Linda and I can 

hardly keep up!  Yes, that certainly IS a good thing!  We have found how many 

people such as you really want to own a business.   

 

Some of you have a product or a talent already and are designing florals; some of 

you want to learn floral design or another craft or hobby; some of you just want to 

have a product you can purchase to sell online.  Whatever your dream may be, 
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Linda and I are here to help make those dreams come true.  We are sharing 

dreams with many ladies every day, watching them succeed while enjoying the 

joys of their successes along with them.  We are both thrilled! 

 

I have talked about how I used my own yard sale treasures as display pieces in 

my storefront business, and how each one of these pieces was for sale!  If it was a 

really nice large piece which was good for displays, I put really high prices on 

these pieces knowing that if they sold, I would have the money to replace them.  

(They always sold!) 

 

When doing displays and setting up vignettes in my shop, it was nice to have a 

pretty piece of pottery, or stained glass to sit beside a beautiful arrangement.  I 

would stand up a plate, platter, or bowl on a stand in this display with colors which 

accented my arrangement.  It is so nice to mix the new and the old.  As long as 

you are using certain color schemes, or themes, these new and old items always 

sold well together.  So, if you have a storefront business already, I certainly highly 

recommend doing this.  We will be talking more about techniques such as these in 

“BON”. 

 

I have also talked in this book about the smaller treasures I found and sold.  Many 

of these were pottery pieces, certain types of china, or iron pieces.  There were 

many which were just “cute” and caught my eye.  Older pictures with birds were 

especially popular and I sold them immediately.  Well, actually anything with birds 

sold immediately. 
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This can be carried over to an Internet business.  I could literally have a website 

which sold only yard sale treasures and make a very nice living.  I would not list 

anything that was really heavy or was really large, because you would then have 

to deal with shipping issues. 

 

Best Of Nancy can give you ideas about pricing, shipping, and taking pictures.  We 

can teach you to set up a simple business plan, and then learn how to set up a 

website and a Facebook account so that you can sell your “treasures” online. 

 

If you would like to set up a website and an internet business, “BON” can 

help you do that no matter what you might be interested in selling.  I would 

suggest making it something that you love and are drawn to.  You will be more 

likely to sell an item or product you are interested in rather than one you just think 

you might be able to make some money on. 

 

So, come on over and check out http://www.BestOfNancy.com for ideas and for 

guidance if you are interested in setting up your own business.  Linda and I would 

LOVE to make a difference in your life! 

 

 

Remember…The sky’s the limit! 

Nancy Alexander   



© Vol. 1   http://www.ladybugwreaths.com   pg. 112 

 

Yard Sale Mama 

“You can catch Yard Sale Mama, if you really wanna,  

on a given Saturday morn. 

If the weather is right, she’ll be out before light. 

To miss this would leave her forlorn. 

 

If Arnold’s the Terminator, then Nancy’s the 

accumulator,  

bringing home carloads of stuff. 

She loves the wheeling and she loves the dealing. 

She just can’t get enough! 

 

Friday nights are plotting sessions,  

with newspaper ads and maps. 

Neighborhoods determine the order of the hunt  

and where the good stuff’s at. 

 

She’d yard sale several times a week,  

if she could have her druthers. 

She rarely buys for herself anymore;  

it’s for grandchildren, a husband or others. 
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Things left over might just discover 

 they’re under a Christmas tree,  

or else she’ll list them on eBay,  

and turn them into green. 

 

Nancy has a very discerning eye,  

spotting treasures among the trash. 

One look at a sale can tell this female  

if she should stay or dash. 

Hitting her groove, she stays on the move,  

outracing, outbidding the boys. 

Time is money to this honey;  

but you sense it’s a labor of joys. 

 

‘Love’ was the word I wanted to use,  

but Nancy came to my aid. 

She spied ‘joys’ in a backyard sale,  

so a deal was struck and made. 

 

She got her wish, as she often does,  

being the Master bargainer she. 

They were asking $5 dollars,  

but Nancy was firm and wound up paying three. 
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Words I can handle when she gets home; they are small and 

easily stored. 

It’s the tables, recliners, bookcases and such  

that hardly fit through our door. 

 

If my back can take it and I don’t break it and  

through the door it goes,  

we’ve created yet another problem:  

Where then does it repose?” 

 

By Stephen D. Alexander 

 

 

 


